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VN IVBII S I 'tY O f 
Rhode Island 
Faculty Senate 
Serial Number #03-04--14 
TO: President Robert L. Carothers 
FROM: Chairperson of the Faculty Senate 
1. The attached BILL, titled Small Research Vessel Policy, is forwarded for your consideration. 
2. The original and two copies for your use are included. 
3. This BILL was adopted by vote of the Faculty Senate on December 11,2003. 
4. After considering this bill, will you please indicate your approval or disapproval. Return the 
original or forward it to the Board of Governors, completing the appropriate endorsement 
below. 
5. In accordance with Section 10, paragraph 4 of the Senate's By-Laws, this bill will become 
effective January 1, 2004 three weeks after Senate approval, unless: (1) specific dates for 
implementation are written into the bill; (2) you return it disapproved; (3) you forward it to 
the Board of Governors for their approval; or (4) the University Faculty petitions for a 
referendum. If the bill is forwarded to the Board of Gover rs, it will not become effective 
until approved by the Board. 
December 12, 2003 
(date) 
ENDORSEMENT 
TO: Chairperson of the Faculty Senate 
FROM: President of the University 
Returned. 
a. Approved ___:!' 
b. Approved subject to final approval by Board of Governors _. 
c. Disapproved _. 
, ~ I '< ;;. (o 7> 
Form revised 9/ 98 
University of Rhode Island 
Small Research Vessel Policy 
PURPOSE: The purpose of the University of Rhode Island Boat Program is to assure 
that all boats utilized for University educational, research, and outreach activities are 
appropriately outfitted, reliable, safely operated and managed, and cost effective. The 
use of boats is essential to the teaching, outreach, and research missions of the 
University of Rhode Island. Therefore, effort will be made to promote the availability of 
small boats. 
APPLICABLE TO: This policy is applicable to any University of Rhode Island 
educational, research, or outreach activity regardless of location or source of funding. It 
applies to all vessels less than 100 feet in length. Each faculty member, staff member, or 
student involved in the use of boats for instructional, research, and outreach programs 
of the University, is directly responsible for the safe and legal use of boats. The use of 
boats in sports, recreation, and on the Alton Jones campus is excluded from this policy. 
RESPONSIBILITY: The Vice Provost for Graduate Studies, Research and Outreach is 
responsible for the general supervision of the Small Research Vessel Program . A 
standing committee, the Small Research Vessel Control Board (SRVCB), will be 
appointed by the Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs, in consultation with 
the deans, to administer the day-to-day operations of the University's Small Research 
Vessel Program. A committee chair will be recommended by the membership of the 
SRVCB and appointed by the Provost. 
The membership of the SRVCB will be representative of the URI user community. 
Membership will be as follows: * 
• Graduate School of Oceanography - 4 members 
• College of Environment and Life Sciences - 3 members 
• College of Arts and Sciences - 2 members 
• College of Engineering - 2 members 
• Coastal Institute - 1 member 
• Office of Safety and Risk Management - 1 member 
• The Research Office - 1 member 
* This distribution is based on the current distribution of boat users and is subject to 
annual review. 
POLICY: All applicable boating activities carried out by URI employees or students as 
part of their duties fall within the purview of the SRVCB. All such activities must 
conform to the standards and procedures of the SRVCB regardless of location or 
ownership of the boat(s) being used by URI employees or students. 
All research activity, educational or outreach activities under the jurisdiction or control 
of URI and involving the use of small boats shall be reviewed and approved by the 
SRVCB. The Committee will be responsible for preparing, and enforcing guidelines and 
standards for the boat program. The committee will be responsible for preparing, and 
enforcing guidelines and standards for the boat program. In addition to its regulatory 
function, the SRVCB will be responsible for facilitating and improving the URI small 
research vessel program. Program guidelines and standards will address, at a 
minimum, training and certification of operators and users; physical status of boats and 
:;-·" 
related equipment such as safety gear, trailers, and tow vehicles; insurance; licenses; 
operational constraints; and charters. The SRVCB will develop formal course training 
and record keeping procedures. The Research Office, Division of Compliance will 
provide administrative support. 
DEFINITIONS: 
BOAT: A watercraft of less than 100 feet LOA. 
CERTIFICATION: A formal process by which a potential boat operator or user 
demonstrates required knowledge and skill before being allowed to use a boat. 
Office of the Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs 
8-5-03 
